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ASRITAT CONSULATE GENERAL, 


Shenehai, China 
Jerunry S, 1938 


Conficential 
SvBJECT: Pier trctaurt rt Wulw and Conditions There and In 
Nanitinz afver the Jacanese Occuvetion. 


—-- 


THE ETXORAELZ 


ig 27 SzC QT Cw 0 STATS, 
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WASHINGTON, 


I Lave the honor to refor to the Devartment's telogram No, 687 
Docamber.2?, 1987, 7 1+,m, and to my telegrarhic reply No, ie2l? December 23, 
1°37, 9p... conseraing renorts of an insult to the Amorican flag dy 
Jqruese armed forces at Yeu. The Consulate General was informed of the 
ijacifeas by a lector dated Deverber 17, 1937 from Dr. Rotert EB, Brown, 
“merinceniens ot tho Sv. Coueral Tospital, which wae received on Decomber 
22 L087, Dr, Brown stated in bla letter, conies of which are enclosed, 
thet on December 13, Canavese puiled dorn the émevican flag from a Jusak 
Sulonging to the Ww Geaovel Eospital aad taver is into tho Yrugiue, The 
fing was rercus: by Ds. Brown oni taken, accordine to tis letter. to "two 
Japanese coumeuéers! who Yaxrressed regrets’, Dr, Brown's lotter ales 
reported ‘epredecions by Japanese soldiers at Wuim in resvect of Amorican 
proporty aud Cescribed conditions in the city after the Jupanese occupation, 


- 


Cn Lecewver 23 the Consulate Generel acdressed an official communication 
to the Jepanee* Consul Gensral in Shanehni concerning the alleged invult to 
the Anerican flac and enclosed & menorandum covering reports of @isregard of 
American inver: rta at Wuhu after the occupation of the city by the capanese 
military, Tr Jananese Consul General was requested to have an official 
investigation of the revorts¢ incidents mace, He was informed tna’ an 
early renly wonld he a>xcreciated in order that the Consulate General mirht 
re-ort to the Ameviecon Government, Covies of the Coneulate General's letter 
merticned avove anc the memorandum that accomenicd it are enclosed with this 
Fegcatch, 


A copy of the Consulate Genoral!ls letter and the emorandum were sent 
to Admiral Yarnell. with a letter requesting that if the U.5S,S. OAERU went to 
Wihu the coumencing officer be requested to see Dr, Brown and investigate 
“ig rerort of tne flac incident, 


The Japancee Consul Goneral in a letter cated December W stated, as 
~enorted in ay Selsasram Nc, 1255 December 3), 12 noon, that upon receipt of 
this Rae ueneral © Jatter of Decenber 25, 1937, he imredtatoly orierad 
@ consular cificers iv triceoi from Favcang to Vuhu to inveetigate the roports 
oF the flee inoideay ani eouve of sueriuon property. The Consular officer, 
mecording ty the Jenatcse Consul Genesel, wae unabla to get in tuucn with 
Sna micitury oly cvaticousd at Wihu vaen the alleged inciéerts occurred because 
of the wany traisfers of capanese military unlts since thas time, The Jepenese 
Coeul General ales steled vrul effurts to locate the military unit concerned 
core continuinz and that ke heoed to present additional in’ormation "before 
i ilou he stated that the necessary instructions ha¢ been issued 
currence of a sinilar incicent in the sine 


https://www.legal-tools. orgftol /fedeSc/ 


st 


Toc, Yo. 1906. Page 2, 


A croy of a letter dated December 25, 1937 from Dr, Brown to Consul 
Udwin Fy Stanton is encloses with this despatch, It will be noted that Dr. 
rown sinted tat all the Awericane in Wohu were well, 


Me, P. C. Glimore., Acting Treaeuver of the American Church Mission, 
forvurded to the Gonunlete Cenezal or. December 22 a copy of a letter from 
‘ . Re Craiehill cated. Decerder 17, 1927, concerning conditions in Wuhu, 
tr. Oredehill wis in charge of the Jwerlcan Church Mission in Wuhu during 
the Chinese retreat and tha Japanese occupation, A copy of his letter is 
enclosed, It will bo netet thet he reported that Japanese soldiers on two 
nights entere@ the mission school, the office. the Bishop's house, and the 
roure of a Mr, Tavid lee and that ‘They were looking only for jewelry and 
women," 


. 
“yy 
«a 


2c 


A resume of the available information on conditions in Nanking after 
the Jnparese ocewrat’on of the city was sent to the Ambessedor at Hankow in 
p telogram dated Decombcr 24, 6 p.m, in reply to his telegram to this office 
éatad Tecesler 25, 3 7.2. 


Gonies are enclosed of a meworandum written by Dr. Cyril Bates, 
professor of so%civiozy and history in Nanking University; concerning condi- 
ticne in Manlting after the Javanese occupation, A copy of the mosorandum 
was horded $9 an offices of this Coveniate General dy Mr, Archibold Steele, 
correspondent of the Chicrgo Datiy Nevs, Mr, Sceele and cther newspaper 
correrponcents who were in Paniing when tho Japanese captured the city 
confirmed in general. the information presented in Dr. Betes'! memorandum, 


Mn Do cemher 22 Mr. Hicelta Counselor of the Japanese Zubassy, and Mr, 
Ccamoto. the Japanese Consul General, in Shanghal celled at this office, 

Me, Taka geti he hat returned from Narking where he had been for about 
tuenhy-Zonr hours @uring the formal ontry cf the Japenese military and naval 
anders, de relaved efforcs he hac. made to have the American Entassy 
why in Nenkiug croperly protected and finally admitted that throush 

.*, Goorve Fitch he obteined a loan while in Neaking of three automobiles 


ins to moi’ ors of the Awericaa Bubayny. He eatd he thought one or 
& ceve Bilonced to the Amaurancer and another to Mr, Feck, I expressed 


susorice aad vner Mr. Eigeka requvetcd cur Amonesodus's anprovai of the loan 
I saic. I covld gave no approval bul that I would report the utver to the 
Antasracor. On Dcecembes 21, the day bofore Mr, Hiceka ani Mr. Okamoto 
enlieZ, 2 Lottce vag acdéressed to My. Okamoto informing him that reports 
bad teen recetved that Japanese soldiers had several times attempted to 
enter the rrorerty of the American Bubausy at Nanking, that they had entered 
ar.d pilleecd other American property ®t Nanking And dirregarced notices on 
haerleen ‘owerearty d@éscrating it ae ouch. Mr. Okamoto was requested to bring 
the uatver to the attention of the Japanese military authorities anf to’* **’ 
heve them issuc aurict inatructione to corse such activities and to see that 
americen property wes prooerly srotected. 

Respectfully yours, 


Cc. 3. Gauss 
American Consul General. 


Exnclosuros: 
1/ = Copy of letter from Dr, Brown, dated December 17, 1937. 
2] ~ Coo of letter to Japanese Consul General, dated December 23, 1937. 
3/ — Copy of letter from Dr, Brown, dated December 25, 1937, 
4] — Copy of letter from Mr, Craighill, dated December 17, 1937. 
5/ - Cony of memorandum by Dr. Zates, 


Noox ile 


ts F 
ory to Lahessy, Fetping 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/fcde5c/ 


> 


é => Dos, No. 1905, Page 3. 


‘* slorurs Mo. 1 to despatch No, 1142 of C. BE, Gauss, American Consul General, 
Slenghai, China, dated January 5, 1938, on the subject: "Flar Incident at 
Wel oné Conditions there and in Nanking after the Japaness Occupation", 


(corr) 


THES WURU GENTRAL HOSPITAL 
WUEU, CEINA 
December 17, 1937. 


Conevl General C, F. Caucr 
Shanghet 


Dear Sir: 


Since the arrival of Japanese troope on the 10th there has been 
eptablished a ruthless reign of torror which has far exceeded anything ever 
achieved by any Chinese soliiers in my experience, From the hospital windows 
ve have seen them stoo unaracd civiliens on the road, search them, and find- 
ing nothing calmly shoot them through the head, We have seen them firing at 
fleeiny civilians as a snter would at rabbite, We havo had case after case 
brought into the hospital slashed with sacers or stabbed with bayonets because 
they had nothing more to give the robbers, having alroady Deen robbed many 
times, or because they di¢ not rrodcce some of their women folke on demand, 
This morning such a pathetic case was breught to us with his head half 
severed. from the neck at the back, his throat cut through the trachea in 
| the front, and his left cheek eiashed through to the mouth, all because 
he did not produce any women on their demand, 


During this wer Chinese soliiers have not entered foreign property 
}4 in Wulm. but the Japanese have not hesitated to invade foreign property flying 
ac Aserican flag and with Japanese posters on the gate forbidding them to 

itor, On the 13th they pulied down the American flag from a junk belonging 

> this hosoital and threw it in the river. I rescued the flag and took it 

> +wo Japanees commende:s, They Nexorensed regretée.” About the same cay they 
- oko into our Methodies mission rosidence at Gree. Hill, ramsacxing the 
ocse and taking want they wished, On the 15th they went to the Wuhu Academy, 
on Amexitean mission school and ordered the carctsker to haxl down the American 
flur, then iierega:ding a Jepanece military poster forbidding them to enter, 
wens 4 ova seazened the buildings and blasted opan tbe school safe. They 

Lave treated the Sritish flag and property in A similar way. So var there 

| hes been no attack or injury to foreign nationale, I have vontacted the 

Japenore military anthorities and they have assured me that they do not allow 
their soldiers to do these things. 


A Japanese cons) arrived yesteréay on @ naval plane. Ee called on me 
and we “ope that he may do something to help restore order and give protection, 

| hare Les been no police or postal service in the city since the 5th, and no 
| electric lights eince that date, ‘The hospital depends entirely on its orn 
light and other service utilities, The Japanese plane which brought the 
Japenene consul saic they would liice to take Mesers, Marshall, Vince, and 
} Hodge back to Shang ai, as the men were eager to get there, : The Japanese 
i} pad plenty of photograph re at the plane to "record the rescte of these 
jmericans from the Chinese?" 


I have continued to drive about the city in my car when necessary, and 
‘ave made many trins to bring in Chineee women whom we have learned about, 
hey are living in deily end nightly horror of being @iscovered, Many of them 
of gourse havo been discovezad, 


We now have somethirg over 1,000 on the hospital hill for whom we are 
tring to provide provection, I will list herewith the Americans etill at 
‘Kin. heloing to carry on the work. If any letters come to you for Associated 
“yape or United Preos, will you kindly see that they are delivered, but not 
*-naeh the vostoffice? 

Sincerely yours, 


/s/ Robert B, Brown 
Robert rown, M.D. 
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. “© you wish me to act in any official capacity in Wohu in dealing 
with the Japanece tindly give me further instructions, I an 
koeping in close touch with the military commanders as they come 
to the city siving them the location of American nationals and 
property ani requesting their protection, 


R, E, 3. 


Co-ieh ov Ja (True covy 
Comared with (of sigucd 
(original. 
(.¢O?%) 
NE WSU GENTILAL KOSPITAL 
| “ON, CHI 
wld J ‘sr msiche 


Tecember 17, 1937. 
List of Americans e311 in fubu. 


At the Wuhu Generel Hospital 
Dr. Robert E, Srown 
Ir. L. 8 orszan 
Tr, Ruth Morgan 
Dr. G. L, Hasman 
iy, Frenk Gin 
Miss Frences Culley 


4:3 Tlorence Sayles 
, 3 Mica Margaret Lawrence ) loaving for Shanghai via Suiwo 
Mes, Zluzateth O'Hanlon ) R, EB. 


lve, Wilma & May «> two children 


‘yo bisters of the Transfiguration 


: Sister Constance 
Irv, Janet snécerson 
Father Morris 
Me, B. W. Laaphear (American Church Miesion) 


“—t = . 


Rev, Lloyd Oreighill (American Church Mission) 


(Sisned) Robdort E, Brown 


Conied dy Im (4 tre cony 
Compared. with (of signed 
(original. 


Enclosure Yo. 2 to despatch Mo, 1132 of C, Z, Gauss, American Consul General, 
Shuneand, China, dated January 5, 1938, on the subject: "Flag Incident at 
“hn ané Conéitiona There end in Nanking After the Japanese Occupation." 


(coPY) 
Shanghai, December 23, 1937 


Sir ane dear Colleague: 


I reerot to heave to inform you that I heve received reports of 
Cepredations by Javanese soldiers at Wuhn in respect of American property. 
I enclose a mexorandum which emoodies the essentials of these reports, I 
~articularly airect your atteution to the report that on December 13th 
a lfiers oF the Jaoinose Cetecdment then at Wahu pulled down the American 
Ling foom a juale belougiag to the American hoapital and threw the flag in 
to river, an American missionary reucucd the flag and took it to two 
-enese comuuniers, This rcport appears already to have reached the press 
ty the United States 23 I have been asked for a report by my Government, 


iu mn -eexrs further that Japanese soldiers entered various mission properties 
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-. .“dthotanéding that notifications were posted presumably by tho Japanese 
military authorities, forbidding their entry. 


I note that a Japanese Consul and Japanese military police have now 
roacled Yuhu; also thet the original Japanese detichment vhich perpetrated 
the depredations comumlaine’ of an ears to have been removed eleewhore, I 
sincerely hope that the situation at Wahu will improves and that the 
tnerioone there ad fmerican property will be fully protected, and that the 


Ansrican flag will be c»refully respected, 


I met ack for en ¢/Ticial investigation of the incidents recorded in 
the enclosed memerendua, Your earl reply will be anpreciated so that I 


may resort to my Covernment, 


] 


I have the honor to %e, 
Sir and ésac Collercue, 
Your cohe¢ient servant, 


(signed) ©, BE. Gauss 
Anerican Consul General. y 


S, “xamoto, Esoauire, 
Japanese Consul General, 
Shanghal. 


Cried by: Jw (Tre copy 
Comureé with: fof signed 
original, 
(orig (corr) 


‘ MEMORANDUM ON WUEU 


tts received by the American Consul General at Shanghai indicate that 
Lous @ierecard of American and other foreign interests at 


tere has been a seri 
tion of that place. 


| ran 

| 

| Vib in connection with the Japanese military occupa 
| 


The conduct of Jananese soldiers in reference to the noncombatant Chinese 


populaticn has been made the subject of comment, 


With respect to foreign property: . 
oh 


1. One resort states that the Japanese have not hesitated to invade 
} foreign vroperty flying the American flag end with Japanese ; 
poetars on the gate forbidding them to enter. ‘ 


2. One renort “stails the following incident, which has already 
reacheé the press in tho United States: 


On Decerber 13th, they (Japanese goldiers) pulled down the 

Anerican flag from a junk belonging to the American hospital 
(fuhu General Hosnital) and threw it in the river, An American 
siseionary rescued the flag and took it to two Japanese coir 


Manders. hey expressed regrets, 


3 <A report stated that on December 13th, Japanese soldiers broke 
into the Anericen Methodist Mission school and ordered the 
enretaicer to haul down the American flag; then, disregarding 
a Japanese military noster forbidcing them to enter, went in 

and searched the buildings and blasted open the school safe. 


4, On the two nighte tefore December 17th, Japanese soldiers entered 
the American Church Mission achool compound, and went through 
the scnool, the office, the Bishop's house, and one other 
resioence; they wore looking for jewelry and women; they found 
neither and little war taken awey. On December 16th, 4 arunken 
Javanese soldier brandished a sword at an American woman missionary 
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at the gate of the mission; in the face of her courage the 
Man Cesisted end neither the Amorican missionary or the gateman 
was harmed, 


5, Reporte state that the Eritish flag and British property was 
treated in a manner similar to the American, 


It appears that the first detachment of soldiers who took Wuhu have now been 
moved elsewhere; that a detachment of military police has arrived; also a 
Japanese Coneul; and that Accricon miscionarics et ‘fuhu have calle@ on the 
Japanese commander and the Jnparese Coneul, te whom the depredations of 
Jepanese troops have been repor'ed, They expresved recret and promised 
protection, 


December 23, 1937, 


Enclosure No, 3 to despatch No. 1142 of ©, &, Gauss, American Consul General 
at Shanghai, China, dated January 5, 1938, on the sudject; "Flag Incident 
at Wahu and Conditions there and in Nanking after the Japanese occupation," 


( copy ) 


THE WUHU GHISRAL HOSPITAL 
WUHU, CHINA, 


December 25, 1937, 


Mr, E F, Stanton, 

Amsrican Consul, 

The American Consulate General 
Shanghai, 


My dear Mr, Stanton: 


Thank you for vour kind letter of December 17th which was handed me by 
the Javanese Consular Po’ice, Mr. Robert Y. Eori-uchi, representative of 
Domei, also called to bring your kind greetings, We appreciate your kind 
interest in us at this tire, 


All Americans in ‘Wuhu have safely survived the trying days of the past 
month, The Chinese soldiers gave no troubi> whatover to foreigners or foreign 
property and, as there was no fighting at Wuhu, we were in no cCanger from 
gunfire except on the morning of December 12th when she newly arrived Japanese 
battery located just atove the hospital fired ¢irectly over the hospital at 
the British "Ladybird" and other ships located at the A.P.C. Installation 
below the hospital. We were greatly puzzled as to what it might mean dnd 
anxious lest one of the shells should come too low ané strike some of the 
hospital buildings, I went out on the foreshore to see if I could get in 
fouch with the Japanese officers at the battery and found \from them that 
they thought the ships were Chinese ships leaving Nanking, I assured then 
they were British shins which had been located hore in Wuhu for a long time, 

I have kept in close contact with the Japanese officers as they come to 
Wahu and they have assured us it is their intention to protect foreign 
nationals and property, We hope they will he able to contrél the soldiers 
some of whom tend to be rather unruly, 


Whenever you know of any shiv coming up to Wuhu, will you kindly 
notify Rev, Glenn Puller, our Mission Treasurer, 89 he may send mail and any 
important small supplies we may be urgently needine, I am trving to keep 
in touch with him regardinc these Matters, He is located at the Associated 
Mission Treasurers, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, telephone number 15018, His 
residence telephone is 76881, 
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Herewith a list of names of Americans in Wuhu. We are all well and 
expect to carry on our work as usual. We Lelieva the worst is over. With 
kind personal regards and best wishes, 1 am 


Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Rob't BZ. Brown, M.D. 
Superintendent 


Copies by Syz (True copy 
Compared with (of signed 


original. 
PSEC SHER ETRE OEE 
January 20, 1938 
: TRUE READING 
CODE GRAY 
DECODED BY AAM 
AMEMBASSY AMEMBASSY AMEMBASSY 
PEIPING NANZING HANKOW 


January 20, 10, a.m. 


Following from Tokyo "40 January 19, 7, p.m. Nanking's twenty seven 
I. January 18, 3, pem. Iliegal entry into American property. 


(one) I sent Dooman to see Yoshizawa and to read to him the telegram 
above mentioned. Dooman then reenforced in thé strongest possible terms the 
statement which I made to the Minister for Foreign Affairs (see my thifty 
four January 17, 1, p.m.) 


(two) Yoshizawa said that the Minister for Foreign Affairs had yesterday 
laid before the Cabinet the note mentioned in my 34, and that a drastic measure 
to assure Compliance by forces in the field with instructions from Tokyo is 
being considered. He said that he would probably be in a position tomorrow 
to inform us of the measure to be taken. 


Repeated to Shanghai for relay to Peking, Nanking. and Hankow Grew" 


GAUSS 


CREATE TE 
NAVAL RADIO 
AAM 
FROM: HANKOW 
RECD: NANKING 
January 22, 1938 


GRAY 


Japanese atrocities in Nanking 
and Wuhu 


AMEMBASSY NANKING 
January 21, 12 noon. Following from Tokyo: 
"39 January 19, 12 nonn Confidential My British Colleague has given me for 


my Confidential information a paraphrase of a telegram dated January 15 from 
she british Embassy at Shanghai reporting actions of Japanese troops at 
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Nanking, As we have haé no detsiled reports on this subject from Shanghai 
or eleewhere I am cabling the text which vas furnished to me as follows: 
"I have been suoplied confidentially with two eerarate and (apparently) 
reliable reports from an American missionary at Nanking and missionary 
doctor at Wuhu who remained at their postr when the Japanese entered? 
these cities regarding the atrocities comhitted by the Japanese army, 
Reports ‘approximately cne hundred authenticated cases of rape in the 
American University buildings in Nanking in the first part of the 
occupation, ! 


The Reverend Boynton of the Nationa? Christian Council who brought 
me these reoorts stated that the Japanese Embasry officials who reached Nan- 
king shortly after ths euiry of the Japanose trcops were horrified when 
they saw the orgy of druakenness murder rape and rob»ery which was going on 
openly in and aroun¢ the refugee zone, Failing to make any impression on 
the military commander, whose attitude of callous indifference makes it prob- 
able that the army was ¢eli>erately turned loose on the city ae a punitive 
Measure, and despairine of getting cables through to Tokyo owing *to ormy 
control, Bmbassy officiais had even suggested to the missionaries that the 
latter should try and get publicity for the facta in Japan so that the 
Japanese government would be forced by public opinion to curb the army, 


I have been promised eyewitness reporte from Soochow and Hangchow 
where the behavior of the Jspaneee troops wae equally bad and stories, 
apparently authenticated, regarding their behavior in the neighborhood of 
Shanghai are now coming in,' Reveated to Peiping for relay to Hankow," 


Please let me have any information available to you in connection 
with the above report, Sent to Nanking repeated to Shanghai. 


JMA JORNSON 


“se *& = * © 
Nanking, January 25, 1938, 


Subject: Conditions at Nanking, 


The Honorable 
Nelson Trusler Johnson, 
American Ambassador, 
Hankow, China, 


Sir: 


I have the henor to submit the enclosed report by Vice Consul Espy 
on the conditions at Nanking since its capture by the Japanese army on 
Decemrer 13, 1937, The information given is based on the investigations 
the Exbassy staff and the accounts of American residents who have remained 
here since the fall of the city, A brief account is given of the 
havvenings 4n this city from the time that the victorious Japanese armies 
entered it; ovservations of the present situation of the city; and a summary 
report of the work of the American residents and the “International Committee 
for Nanking" to ameliorate the effects cf the military occupation and their 
efforts to protect lives and property within the city, 


Respectfully yours, 


John M, Allison, 
Enclosure; Third Secretary of Embassy. 
1/ As stated, 
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The Conditions at Nanking 
January 1938 


American Embassy, Nanking 


Prepared by 
James Espy, American Vice Consul 


Approved = ee eee 
John M, Allison, Third Secretary of Embassy, 


Date of Preparation: January 15-24 
Date of Mailing: February 2, 1938, 


On our arrival at the Eubassy at Nanking on the morning of January 6th 
we were greeted by the two Chinese memters of the Exbassy staff, Mr, Teng 
and Mr, Wu, who had remained here since the ca>ture of Nanking by the 
Japanese armies. Nr, Teng showed us about to make a preliminary inspection 
of the buildings in the two compounds, The buildings were founc not to have 
been damaged except for the cut of a bayonet in a door of the Chancery. 

The effects of the American members of the staff left in the buildings were 
all intact. Mr, Teng explained the happenings to the Bubassy since December 
9th and presented a daily report that he had kept. He informed us that there 
were five Japanese gendarmes and twenty Chinese police stationed at the two 
compounds and that two hundred and forty Chinese had taken refuge on the 
premises, which number was made up of coolies, servants and other employees 
attached to the Bubassy together with their families, 


We were immediately called upon by the fourteen American residents 
who had remained in Nanking, Although they had been subjected to some 
unpleasant incidents none of them nor of the other fourteen foreigners still 
here was harmed and all were well, Their every thought seemed to center about 
what had occurred to Nanking and they related to us a series of most appalling 
stories of the horrors and atrocities that Nanking had been through since 
the entry of the Japanese armies, They felt that the worst had passed but 
advised that incidents were continuing to happen and that the situation in 
the city was still bad, 


The picture that they painted of Nanking was one of a reign of terror 
that befell the city upon its occupation by the Japanese military forces, 
Their stories and those of the German residents tell of the city having 
fallen into the hande of the Japanese as captured prey, not merely taken 
in the course of organized warfare but seized by an invading army whose 
members seemed to have set upon the prize to commit unlimited depredations 
and violence, Fuller data and our own observations have not brought out 
facts to discredit their information, The civilian Chinese population re- 
maining in the city crowéed the streets of the so-called "snfety zone" as 
refugees, many of whom are destitute, Physical evidencesare almost every- 
where of the killing of men, women and children, of the breaking into 
and looting of property and of the burning and destruction of houses and 
ouildings. 


In subsequent sections of this report the representations to the 
Japanese authorities concerning the violations of American property made by 
the International Committee for Nanking and by the Embassy and the represen- 
tativns of the International Committee regarding the conditions of the city 
are submitted and present in greater detail the occurences in Nanking, 
There are aleo submitted the requests and petitions made by the International 
Committee for the moderation of the actions of the Japanese military in 
their dealings with the city, But a summing up of these requests and petitions 
which in themselves reflect the conditions in the city ie made here to bring 
out in relief the situation in Nanking, 
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Thus, at the end of our first meeting with the American residents 
they were asked what--setting acide the past occurrence as things that had 
haspened and could not now be obvyitated---they particularly desired be 
brought to the attention of the Japsaese authorities regarding the conditions 
in Nanking, Their reply was: "To have the Japanese authorites got their 
soldiers uncer control and put on end to the horrors and atrocities now 
occurring", Or, the meaning of such a statement may be more specifically 
given as; In the name of humanity, the Japanese authorities should put an 
end to the disorderly conduct of their soidiers. stop the killing, looting 
and burning ana restore norma] conditions of civilian life to the city, 


I, Brief Account of the Happenings to Nanking Siace Decewber 19th. 


According to available information, tofore the fall of Nanking the 
Chinese armies and civilians had been stesdily cetting out of and away from 
Nanking, In the neighborhood of fourfirthe of the pepulation had fled from 
the city and the main ¥:dy of the Chinese troovs had been witkdravn while 
taking with them most of thoir military suppijes and equipment. The city 
was left to be defended by not over fifty thousand men if, in fact, that 
many, A considerable number of these evon manugei to escape through the 
north and west gates and over the walls after the city had fallen and fight 
their retreat through the Japanese lines, ‘The Chinese armies had burned 
large sections of the city outside of the city walls to clear the land 
for military purposes. But, the American residents who remained here 
insist that little burning, destruction or lootins of property was done 
within the city walls by the retreating Chinese soldiers, 


Therefore, when the Japanese armies marched into the city they found 
it practically intact, four-fifths of its population gone, with a large 
part of the remaining inhabitants seeking refuge in the we~called "safety 
zone", which the International Committee for Nanking was attempting %0 
establish, and inetead of hige numbers of trapped Chinese troops only a 
comparatively small nunber, The number of Chinese soldiers that did remain 
ie not known, but there mist have been some thouégands of them who discarded 
their military uniforms to put on civilian clothing and mingle with the 
civilians or hide whereever they could in the city. 


The American residents feel that the Japane.e did not realize how many 
Chinese soldiers had gotten away and in their "mopping up" cammaign to kill 
11 Chinese within the city who had been soldiers they expected to find over 
a hundred thousand end that when they set about ferreting out throughout the 
entire city all former Chinese soldiers it is nossible that their exaspera- 
tion or disbelief of the comparative few numbers identifieble ae such led 
them to execute many innocent civi’ians together with the ex-soldiers 
that they did find and to carry on the "mepning up", accompanied by 
terrorism, a longer time and to greater excess than they otherwise would, 


Mention should be made here, however, that the Chinese themselves 
are not altogethor exonerated of deprodations, at least to some extent, 
before the entry of the Japanese, During the last few days some violations 
of people and property were undoubtediy committed by them, Chinese soldiers 
in their mad rush to discard their military uniforms and put on civilian 
clothes, in a number of incidents, killed civilians to obtain their clothing. 
Retreating soldiers and also civilians were kmown to have carried on 
sporadic lcoting during that period of disorder, The complete break down 
of the city government with the stopping of the functioning of all the 
public utilities and services and the utter confusion and disorder that the 
city vas thrown into by the withdrawal of Chinese government and most of the 
Chinese population left the city open to any act of lawlessness, It should 
be Drought out that thore was even a feeling of welcome by the remaining 
sopulation for the hoped-for restoration of order and control under the 
Jaoanese, 


However, no sooner had the Japanese armies gotten into Nanking than 
instead of a resteration of order and an end made of the confusion that 
had come about, the reign of terror for the city really began, By the night 
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of Deceuber 13th and the worning of December 14th acts of violence were 
already occurring. Deatchments of Japanese soldiers were first of all 

sent out to round up and "mop uo” Chinese soldiors left within the walls, 
Careful search was made throughout all the streets and buildings of the 
city, All ex-Chinese soldiers and persons suspected to have been such were 
systematically shot, Although no accurate records are obtainable, it is 
estimated that well over twenty thouvand persons were executed in this manner. 
little effort appears to have beon made to discriminate between ex--soldiers 
and those who had never, in fact, served in the Chinese armies, If there 
was the slightest suericion that a person had been a soldier such person was 
seemingly invariobly tnken eway to be shot, The Japancse determination 

to "wipe out" all remnents of the Chinese Government forces was apparently 
unalterable, 


Several of the innumerable reporte of executions that have been made 
are cited as examples, Fifty four employees of the Nanking Electric 
Power plant had taken refuge in the plant of the International Import and 
Rxoort Comoany at "EHo-Gee", A detachment of Japanese military called at 
that plant on December 15th or 16th and demanded to know whether any Chinese 
were staving there who had not been employees of the company, ‘They were ine 
formed that there were these fifty four former emoloyces of the electric 
power plant but that eleven of then had been employed part time by the 
company, The Japanese military thereupon took away the forty three former 
full time employees of the electric power plant eaying that as they had been 
under the em loy of the Chinese Government they were "to be shot." At the 
samo time, the American residents state that Javanose officially were 
constantly asking the International Committee where the Japanese could obtain 
trained public service electricians and employees in order to ve able to 
restore the electric power and light service throughout the city. 


Another report is of au ineident that happencd in the grounis of the 
University of Nanking on or about December 25th, The Japanese military had 
just started to register all Chinese residing in the city. On or asout 
December 25th some military officers called at the University preliminary 
to starting in with the registration of the thirty odd thousand Chinese - 
who had taken refuge in the University buildings, Around two thousand men 
refugeeing in the buildings were mustered out and in a talk given them by 
the Japanese military they were told that if those of tho rcfugees whio had 
formerly »een serving in the Chinese armies would make themselves known 
they would be protected ~ it was reiterated ceveral times that they would 
be protected - although they would probably be put to work for the Japanese, 
but if they did not make themselves known and were later found out to have 
been Chinese soldiers they would certainly be uhot, With these assurances 
of protection a»vroximetely two hundred men disclosed the fact to the 
Japanese that they had been former Chinese soldiers, Thereupon they were 
marched away, our or five badly wounded men returned later and told the 
story of the two hundred having been taken off in units, together with other 
inese that were picked up enroute, to various isolated places where they 
were then either bayonetted or shot to death by squads of Japanese soldiers. 
Qnly these four or five wounded survivors who were left for dead escaped from 
the executions, 


Besides the hunting down and execution of all former Chinese soldiers 
by detachments of Japanese military, small bands of two or three or more 
Japanese soldiers roamed at will the entire city, It wae the killing, raping 
and looting of these soldiers that perpetrated the worst of the terrors on th» 
city. Whether carte blanche was given to these soldiers to do anything thiy 
like or whether the Japanese armies got completely out of control after they 
entered the city has not been fully explained, Wo have been told that at 
least two orders were sent out by the Japanese high command to get the soldier 
under control and that before the armies entered the city strict orders were 
issued that no property was to be burned. 


It remains, however, that the Japanese solciers swarmed over the city 


in thousands and committed untold depredations and atrocities, It would seem 
according to stories told us by foreign witnesses that the soldiers were let 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/fcdeSc/ 


= 


Doc. No. 1906 Page 1°, 


loose like a barbarian horde to desecrate the city. Men, women and chil- 
dren wore killed in uncounted numbers throurhovt the city. Stories are 
heard of civilians boing shot or bayonetted for no annarent reason, We 

. were infermed by Japaucse themselves on the day of our arrival at Nanking © 
that many bodies hed to se cleaned 2 the Gay before, However bodies are 
still to be seen in houses, in ponds and along the sides of by-streets. 
We have been informed by an American cliiven that a houre containing four- 
teen Chinese in the south clty was eutered by Japanene scldiers, He said 
he saw the bodies of elsven poreons, the wamen amonget whom were said to 
have been raned before deing killet, Twe small children and one other 
Alone survived, A smell oond nearby the Embancy war ¢ragged the other 
day for cornses, It Cisgorged some tweaty or thirty bodies of Chinese 
Creseed in civilian clothing. 


The soldiers are re-orted to have sought out the native women where- 
ever they could be found to violate them, Reference is made to the 
enclosures of this report for descripticne of euch occurrences, During 
the early part of the Japanese occu ation over a thousan¢e such cases 4 
night are believed by the foreigners here to have occurred and one Awerican 
counted thirty such cases in one night in one piece of American proverty. 

At the eame time that killing and raving was going on the city was 
comoletelv culle@ over by the marauding trooon, Nearly every house and 
builé¢ing was entered, ransacked and looted of what articles the solciers 
chose to carry off with then, 


The Internetionol Committee for Nan*ing has kent a record of the 
incidents which have come to its attention which occurred in the "safety 
zone," That Commiitee regularly re ortc¢ the incidents to the Japanese 

. Tmbassy, bringing them to its attention as a matter of record and at the 
rame time protesting their occurrence and requesting that stens be taken 
by the Japanese authorities to srevent their repetition, Upon our arrival 
co-ies of the re orts and cases of che inci¢ents were submitted to the 
Embassy. Uo to Jamwry 10th one huntred aud eighiy eight cases were 1/ 
recorded, The copies of the Committes!s despatches and cases are enclosed 
herewith, 


Looting of Property 


From information tendere by the International Comuaittee and the 
American residerts individually and from invrstigations made by this 
Fubassy staff, it is believed that there is scarcely a single piece of 
yroperty in Nanking that has escared entry and looting by the Jananese 
military, Whether the comoound, house, sho or dvilding be that of a forei¢. 
mission or that of a foreign or Chinese nations), all have veon entered 
without Ciscrimination end to a greater or less degre~ rensacked end 
looted, The American, British, Germen and French Fmdessies are kmown to 
have been entered and articles taken therefrom, It has also been reported 
thet the same thing has occurred to the Italian Emoassy, The Russian 
Tmbassy on Januery let was misteriously gutte? by fire. Without exception, 
every 2iece of Americen proverty insvected by us or re20rted upon by tho 
American residents have been entered by Japanese soldiers, frecuently time 
and time again, This has occurred even to the rertidences in which the 
Americana are etill living. ‘These Amcrican reridentes and the othor membere 
of the Internatioral Committes have been and uo to the time of thie report 
still are constantly driving Japanese soldiers out of foreign properties 
who have entered in search of leot or women, 


Every sort of thing that the soldiere could carry off was secmingly 
fair prey to their silage, With snecific reference to forteign houses, it 
world seem that automobiles, bicycles and liauor together wath whatever 
small sized valuacles that they could nocket were varticularl 7 sought. 
But any property, foreign or Chinese, was looted of whatever tire 
trespassers desired. What remain of th: storee, shoos in the business 
rection of the city show that they had all dean pretty well emptied of 
their contents, In a number of instancee there is evidence that where 
too muc> that was derired war found that could not be carried away by 
hand, truck had been broucht up to cart it off. Foreign residents have 
reported that they saw on eeveral occasions stocks being taken away in truck 
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loads from atores and warehouses, The warehoure keener of the Texas 

Corporation (Chin») Ltée, resorted thet the Japannse roldiers who removed 

tome stocks of gesoline and oils from the wrrehoure used the comany's 
trucks which they had talcen to effect the removal, 


The extent to wnicn the houses were looted varied greatly between one 
premiers end another, Varioue properties have been investigated so far 
which though enterod were hot greatly famaged or badly vilfcrec. A few 
erticles were taken an¢ that wae all, Some properties outside of the 
“safety zone” have rot been greatly molertee but narticularly in the zone 
have devredations to vronerty been cxumittead to tle leant axtent. These 
cases commare with those whore the unmor! of looting and destruction has 
been administered to the premises, In the case o* the house of ir. Dourlas 
Jenkins, a member of the Subessy stavf, not only -- after his servant was 
killed -- war everythine inside the house thoroughly raneacked end badly 
looted but as well t ere is amole ovicence of wanton smashing uo and break 
ing of hie furniture an’ other effects, Another example of such treatment 
of Amev-ican proverty is thet of the Ginline Garage at the corner of Shanghai 
ané Chung Shan Roads, The two doors of the ravege had been boarded nu» and 
gate erilie locked outside of the boarding, On each of the boardings there 
had been vlaced ean Embesey vroclamation settine forth the American nature 
of the provorty, ‘when an inevection was mate of the garage after our 
errival it was found that one of the hoardines had been broken loose from 
the walle and pushed aside, On the boarding: still war attached. the pro- 
Clamation, The carace hed dhen been entered, It kad been thoroughly ran- 
sacked, The only piece of eouirment berider two old tires, sowe rode and 
bite of wiring that war left in the garege prover wes one air compressor 
unit, On the floors of the offices filer and »apers were scattered about, 
one table taken avay to he used for fire woot and the tyvo safer had been 
broken into by *avine the topa smashed in, Whatever was in tne enfes wae 
fone, A emall shed bohiné the rarage which also had been locked had been 
ent ‘red, There were paverr, parta of machinery end envuipment littered six 
inches deep on the floor. Amoneat the mess ware “ound the parte of a valuab: 
full-sized motion picture »rojector whic’: had been broken to niecee, 


Burning of Proverty 


But the woret that the real property of Nanking las suffered is the 
destruction oy fire. At the time of writinr this renort fires can still 
be seen in a few slecee in the city, In the "safety zone" no firrs have 
occurred, ievertheless, except for this zone, burning through arson or 
otherwise hae deen comuitted at random throuchout the city, On many streete 
there are found houses and buildinee thet are dDurnt down, int-rmittently 
pmone othere thet were not vurnt at ell, A etreet will have one, two or 
more Duiléiner with only charr-¢ wellr standin while the rest of the 
buildines along it rave not bean touched bv fire. 


The couthern end of the city bes suffered the worst of the ravages by 
fire. An inspection of that rart of Nenkine where the businese and commer- 
cinl section of the city is Joceted showed block after block of burnt out 
builéings and housee, Many locks are l-ft with only a cozen or less 
tuildines etill standing, Inctead of the nearly com lete destruction Dy 
fire of the entire section of the city such ae occurred to Chapei in Shanghai 
it could be seen that usually just the buildince fecing onto the main 
streste were destroyed vhile the structures behind hac mainly not been burnt, 


Soms argument has been forthcoming from the Japanese authorities here 
thet much of the burning of Nankine within the walls was done by the re- 
treating Chinese or by Chinese plrincloties soldiers after the fall of the 
city. ‘ome perhaps may have been done dy the Chinese, out every reason is 
given to believe thet it was infinitesimal in commsricon with what was 
brought about deliberately or through neglirence by the Japanese troops 
after they had teker. Nanking ond after the fisting here sad ceased, Fither 
the buildines were Celiberately set on fire after they had been entered and 
looted or throuch carcleesnesr emnll fires vere left burning in the buildiner 
which ret the buildings ablaze or the buildiner caught fire from nearby 
burning structures. N+ attemo+ is known to lave been mace to extinguish 
the flames of any building on fire, 
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There is submitted herewith a memorandum drewn up at the time of the 2/ 
worst of the destruction to the city by fires and signed by members of the 
International Committee setting forth their observations and findings as 
to the cause of the conflageraiions and as to what source in the main the 
fires were attributable, In the firet section of the memoran¢um the obser- 
vere set forth how mich of tho city they mew had been burned before the 
Jawanese entry and they teetify that little damace by fire had ectually 
occurred by that time. In the secon rection they present the conditions 
that they found in Nanking on the nieht of December 20, at which time many 
. buildings on fire were seen with Janenese soldiers watching the burning 

buildings from nearby, clearing out and trucking evay goode from the 
stores, and in other buildings "making bonfiree on the floors." 


Pepnenings to the so-cailed "Sefety Zone" 


he so-called "safety zone", of which more will be said in a subsecuent 
section of thie revort on the work of the International Committee, eenerally 
faired much better than the rest of Nanking, Although it was not kept 
inviclate from the marauding Jevanese soldiers anc from their depredations, 
it dic not suffer anywhere neur in like proportion the damages done to and 
the terrors occurring in the other sectione of the city, In it there occurrc 
innumerable cares of raping, killing and premiees therein were all entéred 
and to a greater or less degree looted, But the fact that the majority of 
the Chinese civilians remaining in Nankinz fled to it for refuge as the 
jlace of greatest wafety in the city demonstrates in itself that better 
conditions prevailed in the zone than elsewhere, These civilians were not 
molested to such an extent as in the other sections of the city and they 
were not driven away from the houses and cams of refuge. Most of the 
houses vere not so vadly violated as in the rest of the city. Above all, 
no burning was done in the z2ne, 


Happenings since our arrival at Nenking 


Since our arrival at Nanking, in epite of the fact that the worst of 
the violence in Nanking and the violations to pronle and property was 
eaid to be over, incicents have continually been ¢ceurring, ‘The American 
residents have almost doily brought reports to the Exbassy of the entry of 
their property by Japanese soldiers, the looting of buildings and the 
carrying off °f Chinese civilians from their coimounds, “wenty four cases 
of irregular entry ints American pronerty by Janenene soldiers have occurred 
since January 10th, Three of these cares involved the forceful and nnauthor 
ized ontry bv Jaornese military police, 


Mr. George A, Fite’, Associate Ceneral Secretary of the Young Men's 
Christian Association of Nanking har renorted thet his house at 7 Pao Tai 
Chieh har been entered and things pilfered fr-m it by Japanese soldiers 
seven times since January 4th, 


™rn canes which were renorted on January 13th were made the subject of 
a written protert to the Jananese Embasry on January 13th, Reference is 
mace to this office's telegram to the Denartmont, No. 21, January 13, 12 
noon, revorting the protest. A copy of the protest is enclosed herewith. 3/ 
“hese incidents envolved the entry on January llth of the Nanking Theslogi- 
cal Seminary by Japanese soldiers and their taking thence some articles 
and the forcible entry dy Japanese military police on that same day into 
the house o- Dr, M.S,Satee and removine therefrom a Chinese employee of 
the Nanking University. 


On January 14th ansther letter wes received from Dr, M.S.Bates revortinz 
the entry the night before of four Japansse militrvy police into the Univer- 
sity of Nanking and their cerrving off a Chinave pirl, A copy of this 

‘ letter was submitted t> the Japanese Embasov andor cover of Mr, Allison's 
info’ mel letter °f Janaary 14th to Mr. K. Mukai of the Japanese Erbassy. 4/ 
A copy of his letter and that of Dr, Bates is cnclosed herewith, 


Still further virtlations of American property continusd to “ccur, 
Reference is made t> Mr, Allison's telegram t> the Department of January 18, 
4 0.m, summarizing these incidents aad reportine the inci¢ert that occurréd 
thet day in regard to the United Christian Mission property. ha incident 
is here Cescribed in full detail, 
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Upon being informed by Mre He P. Mills and Mr, 1.5.0. Smythe at about 
1:30 p.m, January 18th that some Japanese soldiers wore reported to have 
entered the United Christian Mission compound on Chung Hwa Road and that 
they were still theve Mr. Allison and Mr. Espy proceeded to the compound. 

« We found at the side of the compound facing on a side street a large section 

of the wall had been broken down aad the yard ineide trampled by men's 
feet. The broken section of the wall was dry. The wall must have been 
torn down during the previous three hours as it had rained up till early 
morning and all else but the broken part was still wet. Mr. Jas. H. 
McCallum was at that spot when we arrived, He stated that when he visited 
the compound that morning the wall was etill intect. He then went on to 
relate that on his previous vieit he had found two Japanese soldiers to- 
gether with two Chinese in a building in the property. They had in their 
hand articles belonging to the Mission. Upon ropresentation to them, they 
vacated the premises leaving behind the articles. He stated that he saw 
the piano in the building that morning which was later found missing. A 
Chinese civilian who was nearhy at the time of the looting stated that 
shortly before we arrived on the scene two trucks had been driven up with 
a number of Japanese soldiars in them and that the soldiers had broken 
down the wall and removod the loot. Enclosed is a copy of Mr. McCallum's 5/ 
letter reporting to the Embassy the incident. 


It may be of interest to note here that up to January 18th the large 
lumber yard of the China Import and Export Lumber Company, Ltd., a British 
concern had apparently not been entcred and the gates to the yard closed 
and locked. That day on our daily trip to the bund at Hsiakwen we saw 
Japanese soldiers carting away large pieces of tirber from the yard, taking 
the pieces out through the new open gatos We were later informed by the 
British Consul that the removing of the lumber was ontirely unauthorized 
and that he was protesting to the Japanese Bubassy such looting of British 
propertye 


II. Present Situation At Nanking 


There is submitted in thie section a summary of the present physical 
condition of Nanking and verlous comments on the political and economic 
situation that now prevails here. ; 


gic Condition o anki 


The environe all around Nanking outside the city walle have suffered 
heavy damages The suburbs of the city, although no opportunity has been 
afforded to make a thorough inspection, are believed to have been destroyed 
to a large extont. This, however, does not apply to the National monumenta 
at the base of Purple Mountain which were seon from a distance several days 
ago and did not appear to have been damaged. 


The Hsiakwen district has been considerably damaged by firee A view 
of it and the bund from the river presented a sight of the buildings of the 
waterfront in shambles. However, a number of buildings are still intact, 
such ae the Dollar Company lumber yard, the Standard Vaccuum 011 Company 


installation, the Yangtze Hotel and the large porer plant. The latter had 
been damaged by bombing but it has now been back into operation. Along 
| the bund when we first arrived the only wharfing facilities that remained 
i t r "H " plant pontoons, were those of 
PRE fea the FaRRF white” FRE KoKRUBA Vas grrr? arieatee Since that time i : 
some of the other wharves have been repaired by the Japanese and are now 
used by Japanese ships. 


Within the city walls the part of Nanking that has suffered the greatost 
‘damage is that of the southern shopping and business district. This part 
will have to be almost entirely rebuilt before the normal existence of the 
city can return. On the main new wide streetg such as Taiping Road, Chung ~ 
Shan Road, Chung Hwa Road, and other main streets, all but a dozen or less 
buildings facing along the street in each block are burnt. Along Chung Shan 
Road only the shops and commerical buildings appear to have been burnt. 


The only National Government building that has been destroyed is that of 
the Ministry of Communications which was destroyed by fire before the 


capture of the city by the Japanese. The rest are still intact and are 
now being used by the Japanese military forces. 
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Throvuchout the rest of Nenicing houses and buildings, very often the 
poorer clase structures, have been intermittantly burnt. The residential 
section of the northern end of the town has sufferrd the least from 
burning, As pointed out in the foropoing in the "safety zone" no incident 
of fire has »ocurred. 


Water and electricity have now been restored to most of the city. 
Little will be required to reesteblish the televhone system, The debris 
has generally been cicaned off the etrects, The sanitation system of the 
city ie in order but many corpses will still have to ve disposed of from 
ponds and buildings. 


Political and Zoonomic Situeyion a5 Nanking. 


As a political end economic entity Nanking can be said to be practicall) 
non-existant, For ail intonte and purposes the city is merely a Jananese 
military cam>. Of the an»rox ‘ate population of a million »eople only 
between 200,000 and 2&0,COO now remain, Theeo are matnly mace u» of the 
poorer classes, The largest majority are huddle¢ as refugees in houses 
and in the temporery camps in the "safety zone", At night they crowd the 
placer of shelter; during the fay they can be scen dy thousands packing 
the streets of the zone, Shanghai Road, for exainple, during the Cay isa 
maes of humanity for over a mile; Chinese civiliene out t eet food and 
fuel or just standing about with nothing to do, 


As was reported in tais effice's telegrnm to, 8, January 8, 12 noon, 
on January lst the inauguration -f the new "“Antono mous City Government (Tze 
Chih Wei Yuan Ewei) was announced, Thir Government comoosed of nine 
Chinese menbers whose cheirman is Tac Pas-chin under Japanese advice and 
supervision was to teke over t'e usual functions of a municipal government 
for the city. 


S> fer, however, little sien 27 the act ‘ity of the new government can 
be seen, There pre a few Chinese >» licemen _pationed eat various buildings 
ané wandering about the streete, Sut their duties are scrrcely more than 
veing sort of guarés of honor, The Janeneee have brought a hundred or 60 
militery police who together with Jenaucee militery guards actually police 
the city to the almost negligible extent that it can *e said to be policed, 
Ae far as cen be ascertnined, the arnitation, water and electricity service 

’ are under the control and oneration of the Japanese military, The fire 
éeoartment and public halth devartment are n° longer existant. Japanese 
military hosoitale take care of the Japanese military only with the excep- 
tion of a few Chinese wounted soldiers already here when the city was talcen, 
What medicel fecilicies are availatie to the civilian population are supplie¢ 
by the foreign missionaries, No transportation systeus are in operation, 

The busncs that were formerly uced for city transportetion can be seen 

lying wrecized along the sides of the roads %r else they have been taken off 
for military purooses, 


It ie interesting t> note that it hac been reported that the Japanese 
| military through the Autonomous City Government has been trying since the 
iret of the vear to get the ciriiians t> leave the “safety zone" and re- 
turn to their homes, It is said that at first some civilians die return 

to thelr homes in other parts of the city, but that those that did no 
immedintely returned, When they reached their homes they often found 
nothing left of the houses but charred ruins and above all they were given 
no protection, They were said to have revrted that they were robbed by 
Japanese soldiers, their women raved and even some of them were killed, 


Problem of. Foe Sunplics. 

The most imortent and the most oressing problems before the new 
Government is that of providing or maxing arrangements for the provision of 
food supplies for the Chincee civilian population. This rroblem, however, 
it apparently only cen meet throug) the actions of the Japanese military. 

For it is etated that the Japenese militery imiedintely after its entry 

into Nenking siezed c-ntrol of the rice suv slices and whatever rice there 

is outside of the city has not come in, The International Committee believes 
that the Japaneee military tock over more than 100,000 piculs of rice, 

stored in warehouses within the city walls and in Hela*wppp, . fits: Viv wamilcenier salar taeetie deSc/ 
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An outline of the current problem of feeding end supplying fuel 
to the quarter of a million Chinese civilians was submitted to the Depart- 
ment in the telegram of thie office No, 33 of January 22, 4 p.m. Fuller 
details are given here, 


When the International Committee attempted to set up the "safety zone", 
few days before the fall of Nanking they informed the civilian refugees 
that they must bring et least two weeks! sup >ly of rice into the zone with 
them, Most of the individual refugeeo did this, Berides it is undoubtedly 
true that the Chinere families had laid u> larce otores of rice before Nan- 
king was captured to nrovide for future oventnalities, After December 13th 

the refugees lived off these stores; or rice on¢ wreat were sold to those 
whe could afford to buy nnd dictributed free io those wh? were destitute, 
Tne Committes set the price at Ch,$9,00 ner picul, the same price that pre- 
vailed just before the capture of Nanking. The Comnittee has been feeding, 
without charge, approximately 50,000 refugece co day since the middlo of 
December, To feed the entire refugee population, the Committee ortinates 
that 1,600 bage of rice o Cay are nesded, In the way of fuel for cocking 
4t estimates that at least 40 tonr of coal a ay are required, 


On the efternoon of January 10th the International Conmittes stopped 
its sales of rice hering beon adviced to do so by the Japanese military 
euthorities, It was informed that the Autonomous City Government would 
henceforth handle all future commercial disposition of foo¢ supplies, The 
Committee stated thet it was entirely in accord with such acticn to have 
the Autonomous City Goverrment take over the commercial Cisponition. The 
Committee could then return to its primary function as solely a relief 
organization and exand its stocks on charity cases, FHowrver, the problem 
etill exists of the Autonomous City Government getting the ford supplies 
on sale t? the veonle. On Jeauary 10th, 1,200 age of rice were released 
by the Javanese army and on January 17th encther areignment wae mede of 
1,000 sage of rice and 1,000 bags of flour. So far, that is all the 
supplies that are known to have been mado available for sale, 


The situation has net yet become serinue ns the stocks of rice that 
the private familics hed etored away a»parently have not yet deen exhausted, 
Moreover limited quantities of green wgetablee and fresh meats of a sort 
are being seen for sale in the bazaars that have been set up along the 
sides of the strests, But the suvplics of rice privately held together 
with what can be prochased may not be sutficient throughout the whole 
winter, And above all there are the thousands of refugese that have been 
left destitute by the hostilities and have ‘nothing with which to purchase 
more food whon what they now have is gone, 


Problem of Means of Livelihord for the Civilian Population 


Besides the problems of ford ane fuel there is as well the question 
of means of livelihood fo the civilians. Nothing so ar ae can be seen 
hae been undertaken by the Japancre nilitery or the Autonomous City Govern- 
ment to meet this avestion, Thrre is no work for the civilians «xcept for 
a fow that have deen conscripted by the Janpnene army and navy, i> trade 
cen be carried on in the city under the present conditions, ‘The only com 
mercial intercourse that exists i+ the selling and cxchanging of food sup- 
plies and a few other articles such as clothing and pottery along the sides 
of the streets, 


Other Comments on the Preeent Siturtion 


re Japenese military have made it known that they wil? not permit any 
foreieners to return to Nanking at the present time, A recuest was rade 
for the return of two miseionary @octors t> aid the University of Nanking 
carry cn its hoeritel work, Tris request the Japanese military have so far 
refused. In tie case of the China Iumort and Fxort Lumber Company, Ltd., 
me evception was made when one mombor of that concern was allowed to come 
to Nanking from Shanghai. He was allowed to come for the sole vurpose of 
making arrangements for the sale of lumber from that company's lumber yard 
here to the Japanese military, Ecforehand however, the Japanese mace it 
clearly understood that he was to leave Nanking immediately after the 
arrangements were comploted. 
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The Yangtze River has been paasable for ships of all sizes rince the 
middle of December, Recently both the highway and the railroad comsunica- 
tions with Shahghai have been re-established, A “aily train ges to and 
from Shanghai, But the facilities of the Nanking buné and the highway and 
railroad communications to the city remain closed to foreignere except 
Japanese, Nor has it been »ossible for foreigners to have merchandize sent 
to the city, The attempt of the International Committee to have vrovisions 
shipped here for use in their relief work was revorted to rave been met by 
A catagorical "no" from the Jananeee Embassy officiale, (Reference Inclomre 
No.5, a letter from Mr. John H.D,Rebde, ‘ated January 19th). ‘The telegraph 
and mail service for private and c mmerciel use heve not been reopened, 


In evite of the etatemente of the Jamanese authorities that Nanking is 
not yet ready for the return of foreign civilians and the re-establishment 
of trade and commerce here and the Japaneeo refusing to allow foreigners 
to come here, some Japanese civilians have returned, A few Japanese mer- 
chants have returned and set uw) small shops, They are selling Japanese and 
Korean goo’e vrincipally t> the Japanese troons, Alro civilian laborers 
have been brought back to work for the Army end Navy, 


Sufficient data has not become available to submit detailed informa- 
tien in regard to exchange media and the currency in Nanking, It may de 
significant to note thet officiais of the Jananese Bnbassy have informed 
ue that should purchases be made from Japanese shops here paynent would 
have to >e mede in yen. The Japanese Embassy, however, is willing to ex- 
change Chinese currency into yen, 8 far no rate has been quoted on such 
an exchange, A etatement made by an Americen resident is to the effect 
that the Chinese civilians are not anxious to receive Chinese currency; 
they prefer now if possible to have paynonte to them celayed. For cash 
transactions, neverthelers, between Chinese slong the streets and to the 
Autonomous City Government Chinese currency is being used, 


I ation onmittee for Nealking 


A separate section of this re-ort is submitted herewith on the activi- 
ties of the International Committee for Nanking and of the American resi- 
dents as members of that Committen and acting through their own institutions 
of public welfare, 


The work carried on by the twenty two western nationals in Nenking 
denerves special consideration here. Their untiring and constant efforte 
t> forward the humanitarian treatment of the Chinese mopulation, their un- 
ceneing attempts to protect lives and property from violations of the Jap- 
eanesee soldiers, their competent handling of the situation under very harrow- 
ing conditions, and their restroint and moderation even under affronts 
end rough handling by Japanese soldiers deserve considerable praise. 
‘uite probably the mere presence of these for cigners in Nanking had at 
least some restraining influence 2n the sections of the Japanese, But it 
ig unousstionable that the efforte of the International Committee end the 
foreigners individually did mch to keen worse from hapnening to the civi- 
linn nopulation and to vrevent greater destruction to property then has 
already occurred, What has already been pointed out in regard to the 
"safety zone” is evidence in itself of the results of their efforts, 


When the fall of Nanking decame imninent ‘during the last days of 
November and beginning of Decenber the International Committee for Nanking - 
the names of the members of which ere submitted as Enclosure No, 7 - was é 
set u> to undertake to provide whatever relief might be possible for the 
Chinese civilians of Nanking, To thir Committee there were allotted 
Ch, $100,000 bv the Chinese National Government which sum was t> be paid 
out of the anproprietion to the Secrsteriate of Wer, Ch.$60,000 were actual 
received which have now been augmented. by Ch.$18,000 realized from the sale 
of rice, The Committee was also assigned by the Nanking City Government 
20,000 piculs of rice and 20,000 picule of flour for sale and relief dis- 
tribution, 


During the first week of December the International Committee set up 
the "safety zone" - a map *f which is enclosed as enclosure No, 7 - to 
which the remaining civilian population could come for refuge, Telegrams 
were sent to the high Javanese Military Command in Shanghai reaucsting that 
the existence of the zone be brought to the avtention oPURIe lntiaMwinw.legal-tools.org/doc/fcdeSc/ 
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Japanese armies and that it be snared fr m attack as a vlace of refuge, 
Tho Committoe was informed, in reply, that alshough the Japanese would 
not recognize the Zone it would not be intentionally attacked if it did 
not contain soldiers cr military establishments, 


On the etrength of such assurances the Committoe set about getting the 
civilians into the zone, Mayor Ma 2f Nanking when the Chinese Government 
collapsed and fled turn d over all the functions of the former city govern- 
ment to the Committee. The Committee took uo the tasks of providing shel~ 
ter ane food for the refugeos, Twenty four refugee camps were set up; 
over 50,000 refugees wero laced in the buildings of the University of Nan- 
king and in Ginling College, The Committec alec starto¢ to assume as far 
as ponsible the functions of e municipal goverrment. It herd begun to 
resrgenize the police of the -one and had coli.ccced some fire fighting 
eoparatus by the time the Jamanese armies cuiwred the city, 


An account of tne activities of tho Committee can be gathered fron 
their own reporte to the Japanese Fmbassy.and lator to‘ thie Enbansy. 8/ 
Copies of thost reporte which are rost illustrative of tho work of the 
Committco and tho probioms it had to face are enclosed as enclosure No. 8, 


In a letter to this Embasey of January 7th, the Committee explained 
the occasion for the resortc, The Comittee was informed by an official] 
of the Jepancee Embassy on Decomber 14,that the Jenanese military - so it 
re-orte —- "was determined to make it bad for Nenking but the Embassy people 
were going to try to moderate that action", On learning this, the Comittee 
started appealing to the Japanese Emhasry for hel in moderating the con- 
Citions in Nenking, It kept atrersine to the Janeneee Embassy how bad con- 
Gitione actually were in the city eo thet the Japanese army could be in- 
formed. . vrove the Committes’e assertions rogerding the con¢itione and in 
order that the militery could tell whether conditione had improved or not, 
the cases of incidents (rubmitted with thie rerort as enclosure No, 1) were 
reoorted to the Japanese HZubassy. 


In the Committee's letter of December 14th (Enclorure No. 8-1), its 
first of ficial communication to the Japanese authoritier and addressed to 
the Japanese commander >t Nanking, the Comaittee eet forth its major aims 
in regard to caring of the Chinese civiliane in the "safety zone", After 
stating that it had taken responsibility “or putting people into buildings 
enc camps in the area, storing rice ond flour for feeding the population 
tomporarily and teking control of the police in the area, it requested that 
the Committee might: (1) Eave na Japanese guerd at the entrances to the zone, 
(2) Be allowed to police the insi¢e of the zone with civilian local police, 
(3) Be allowed to cacry on sale of rice ane onerate sou kitchens in the 
eren and truck in rico stored in other martes of the city, (4) Be allowed 
t> continus the housing orrangoments until the refugees could return to 
their houees, (&) Be given the orortunity to cowerate with the Japanese 
in restoring tolechone, electric, end water se vices eas 8o°7n es nosAibdlo, 


In the "Memorendum of Interview with the Chief of Special Service Corps" 
of Dacenber 15th (™elosure No, 8-2), the Chiof of Snecial Service Corps 
in answer to the Committee's letter -f the »r°viousc ¢ey in effect agreed to 
61) ite requests except that the zone must be searched for Chineso ex-rolderr 
Thie sncsuraging stetemont gave the grovnds of asrurance to the Committee 
thet it could go on with its work with the hone of some succens, 


Eisht days after the fall of Nenxinc, thet is on December 21, the 
Committee eubmitted a further petition (Snclocure No,8-6) Uxcept, for the 
problem »f food this letter nummarives the problems with which the Committee 
and the foreign residenta were faced in thelr attempta to ameliorate 
the conditions in Nenking, These probleme have been vointed out in the 
beginning of this report. 


The problem of fcedins the civilian population ond suvzlying fuel 
was the other im-ortant tesk thet the Committesc had to deal with, Asa 
discussion of this question in conrection with the present situation in 
Nenking has alreedy been given in ime proceeding section, no further com- 
ments #re mace here, Thore is suvmitted for reference enclosures Nos, 8- 
6, %,; 11, and le, 
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A final note is made here regarding the International Committee, It 
eoncernes the position of the Committee in Nanking. Particular reference 
and attention is ¢irected to the letter --enclored as enclosure No, 8,-5 
-~of December 17th, to the Japanese E:bassy, setting forth what it 
considers to be its standing in the community and pointing out to the 
Japanese officials what it is attempting to accomplish, This, - in 
quoting from the letter, -— the Comaittee informed the Javancse Embassy, 
in view of the statement of Consul General Hatsuo Okazaki that the 
International Committee has n> legal status, that: "Vis-a-vis your 
Japanese authorities we ere not claiming any »olitical status whatever — 
Consequently, when your £rmy victoriously errived in the city on Monday 
noon, December 13th, we were the only administrative authority carrying 
on in the city. Of course, that authority did not extand outside of the 
safety zone itrelf, and involved no rights of eoverei-nty within the 
zone." And, in the same letter "May we azain reassure you that we have 
no interest in continuing any semi-administrative function left to us 
by the former Nanking City Government, We earnestly hove that vou 
will kindly take uo there functions as quickly as nossible, Then we 
will decome simply a relief organization," 


JB/T/RW 
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